




Quiz

1 Which of the following sentences from the article show that the Maya viewed cacao as more

than just a healthy food?

(A) Special occasions might include initiation rites for young men or celebrations

marking the end of the Maya calendar year.

(B) “It’s one of the few food crops that was used as a dowry or part of [wedding]

ceremonies,” Lavis said.

(C) “I think that chocolate became so important because it's harder to grow,”

compared to plants like maize and cactus, which were used to brew early

versions of beer and tequila, respectively.

(D) And art recovered from the Maya Lowlands shows cacao as a staple in

ancient Maya feasts.

2 Read the following selection from the article. 

Around Chiapas, Palka said, residents prepared chocolate drinks as

offerings for gods related to nature as recently as 1980. “It was

something that people enjoyed,” he said, “and so they knew their gods

enjoyed it, too.”

Which of the following conclusions can be drawn from the selection above?

(A) Modern residents of Chiapas still value cacao because it is part of their

cultural heritage.

(B) Today, residents of Chiapas practice ancient religions in secret.

(C) Residents of Chiapas are growing and using cacao illegally, but this is

largely ignored by society.

(D) The residents of Chiapas want to bring back ancient traditions and religious

practices.

3 What are the two central ideas of the article?

(A) Cacao is hard to grow because it requires a certain climate, and that is why

is has great value to many people.

(B) Cacao is not delicious on its own, and it must be carefully processed to

become delicious chocolate.

(C) Cacao was very valuable to ancient Mayans, and it still has value to modern

people who value it as part of their cultural heritage.

(D) Cacao was important to the ancient Mayans, and its importance died out

over the centuries, leaving cultures to learn about their history.



Quiz

1 Read the selection from the section "A Cultural Touchstone."

Cacao beans were also used as currency, and the seeds were so

valuable they were even counterfeited. Researchers have come

across "cacao beans" that were actually made of clay. The clay beans

may have been passed off as money or substituted for real cacao in

ceremonies. Aztec rulers accepted cacao as tribute payments, and it

was commonly exchanged in Maya marriage negotiations.

Which of the following can be inferred from the selection above?

(A) Cacao beans were not used for food but rather as a form of money before

coins were made.

(B) Cacao and clay used to taste very similar until ancient people learned how

to roast cacao beans.

(C) Ancient Mayan and Aztec civilization was full of crime.

(D) The cacao plant was one of the most valuable resources to the ancient Maya

and Aztecs.

2 Which idea is BEST supported by the section "Use Of Cacao A Social Phenomenon"?

(A) Cacao is still very important economically because it is challenging to grow.

(B) Researchers need to find well-preserved cacao fossils to understand how it

was consumed.

(C) The kind of terrain required to grow cacao makes it very tough to study its

history.

(D) Cacao was precious because it was hard to grow, and it was included at

every important Mayan event.

3 Which option provides an accurate and objective summary of the article?

(A) Cacao can be used as money, but it is easily counterfeited so it is not a

secure form of money for a society to use.

(B) Cacao was incredibly valuable to the people of Mesoamerica, and

understanding how and why they used it can help us to understand their

culture.

(C) Cacao is difficult to grow, and when the people of Mesoamerica learned how

to harvest it, they used it in all social events.

(D) Cacao is only just now being studied, and modern society is learning how

cacao has various uses and great value.



4 Which of the following sentences from the article BEST develops the idea that cacao was

incredibly important to the Maya?

(A) Cacao figured into pre-modern Maya society as a sacred food, sign of

prestige, social centerpiece and cultural touchstone.

(B) Cacao drinks in Mesoamerica became associated with high rank and

special occasions.

(C) Researchers have come across "cacao beans" that were actually made of

clay.

(D) “I think that chocolate became so important because it's harder to grow,”

compared to plants like maize and cactus.


